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freely and repeatedly, and the hand was as much used to promote dilatation as 
was deemed consistent with the soundness and safety of the part to be dilated. 
She was delivered of a still-born child in about piftt nouns after the com¬ 
mencement of the labour. She recovered slowly but perfectly. She sustained 
no retention of urine, nor purulent discharges during her convalescence. The 
loss of an heir to a good property, as it might well be supposed, was not a little 
regretted But the disappointment was forgotten, and the loss doubly repaired 
by the subsequent birth of two living children, both sons. 

In some cases of contracted vagina: a considerable, and even sudden dilata¬ 
tion occurs during labour.— Obstetric Medicine. 

27. Rupture of the Uterus, without Laceration of the Peritoneal Covcrin g.—The 
London Med,cal and Surg.cal Journal , for 7th July, 1832, contains an interesting 
case of this description, by Thomas RAtirono, Esq. Surgeon to the Manchester 
Lying-in Hospital. The subject of the case, (Hannah Speed,) was thirty-nine 
years of age, rather tall, and very thin, of a swarthy complexion, occupied as a 
clear-starcher, of extremely industrious habits, and pregnant of the ninth child. 
Her health during pregnancy had been tolerably good, with the exception of 
slight stomach complaints, which were, most probablv, produced by the un- 
-ness of her mind as to the certainty of the fatal event of her expected la- 

'V s - u P ,on ’ midwife, was summoned to attend her at 11 P. M., January 28th 
ISal, and was told that the liq. amnii had escaped. Upon making an examina’- 
tion per vagmam, she could not discover any dilatation of the os uteri- she 
therefore left her, desiring to be sent for again, as soon as the pains came on. 
The day following, at 4 P. M., Mrs. Upton called, (not having received any 
message,) and the report made was, that the patient was much the same, but 
the less water was dribbling; no examination was made. At 9 P. M. of the 
same day, her attendance was again requested. On her arrival she found that 
the pains were apparently strong, but considered them as more the result of 
voluntary effort than uterine contraction; and this opinion was corroborated by 
the unchanged condition of the os uteri. As her belly was extremely pendu- 
lous, Mrs U. placed the patient in the horizontal position, enjoining her to 
avoid all voluntary effort. Her skin, during the whole progress of her labour, 
was rather cold; but the midwife judiciously applied hot bricks to her feet, hot 
napkins to the belly, and gave her warm diluents to drink. Notwithstanding 
the injunction laid upon the patient, as to the necessity of preserving the hori¬ 
zontal position, she would get out of bed and bear her pains upon her knees. 
Irom which position suddenly starting she threw herself upon the bed- this was 
frequently repeated. At a quarter before 11 o’clock Mrs. U. again made a va¬ 
ginal examination, when she found the os uteri dilating, and the head entering 
the superior aperture of the pelvis. The husband of the patient became anxi- 
ous to have another opinion, and a message was sent to my house. Mv Dunil 
.Mr. Bryden, went down to see her, and upon his return reported, that everv cir¬ 
cumstance connected with the labour were favourable, and that he had no doubts 
as to the propitious termination of the case. About half-past twelve she was 
seized with vomiting, which was accompanied with great coldness of the skin. 

T ie midwife requested her to take a little brandy and water, which materially 
n,ir,t i. hc , r ' A , l>cr a sho ? *! m , e she appeared worse; her countenance became 
■ a ’u' Cr thing was slightly hurried, and frequently interrupted by deen 
Sighs; her pains, (which until this period, one o’clock, had continued.) now 
subsided. Under these circumstances the husband was dispatched for me- and 
during lus absence she suddenly rose from the bed, and stood on the floor ’ She 
faint, sighed and moaned, but was supported by the midwife, who 
laid her upon the bed, where she immediately expired. On my arrival I found 
„ ' ® Tent V s * stated > ?" d on making inquiry as to her complaints during the 
progress of labour, was informed, that she had moaned much, but had never 
N 0 ^^'■'W^exdama.ion or shriek. I passed my fingcrinto the vagina, 
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domcn, and was much llTto ril l 1 P ' 3Ccd my hand up °" »"= fb- 
other, a groove or depSn ev Sena^Unr-T,* """"l 5 p3raUel wUh «* 
sensation communicated to th^ i,;„T y cx,st,n ff between tlie two, and yet the 
Sectio cnduva-T-rht ,1 hand Was ’ th f t tlle > - were connected together 

the present ^.D^ b ^““ n C ?? r mi ” cd / Wenty ; 0 ; e hourea f‘« dealt,, „ 

surface presented ,nTvl J P P ‘ M c Br > d en, and Mr. Bird. The general 
the result o^exc^e uS^ZLn^"'^ simila r >° "hat is obse^ed as 
ntoncum appeared perfectly free from " opcmn S tlle abdomen the pc- 

■ts cavity. P! i he pccK& ra ^S flU '' d , dis “'-ed in 
m,n fl examination, (referred to in a former Upon makin ff an abdo- 

explained. The uterus, whichwas PapCr ’ ) "' as now full y 
mour, (v,z. the left,) and the child’s fed^n, f ° rmadon< ; segment of the tu- 
other. Upon making a veVeLfu e^Stion nf?h d bj ' tl,C pcriton oum, the 
laceration was discoverable in any part of tl e n ° ;, CSC , parts ’ not the smallest 
was made through this membmne ^hicl, Z t 1 an incision 

also brought into view a lonmt,i,l;„ , , exposed the body of the child. It 
body of tlfc womb,'the r^Sg^or of hU la""'*™’ ^ 

jured. The child was then removed St t e ,‘! eor Pt | being unin- 

the brim of the pelvis, was discovered to bc hydrocenhlV ,ad part ‘ lll - v cn,er ed 
dcrable size. n J drocephalic, and of very consi- 

sohcr e than nmd^ver before'witnMscd'i^caseson° ntri t* ed: ?«*- were 
wound were ragged, but no ■■ n cases of laceration. The edges of the 

discovered. There was only a sra»U collection/ ° r te J lden 1 < * ,0 gangrene was 
cavity of the womb, amounting to three orfou/ sZ " l ' d , bI °“ d f °" nd in ">c 
Ileum, and anterior to the body of the child ther n UnC 5 ’ !'£ un< cr t,lc Pcrito- 
“ some parts than i„ others, according as it wa si.uam d,miSCd C,0t > ,hickcr 
low p r o, the fetus. It, in -g 

the placenta was situa°ed b on ^feHcftsidelJf ^a^me " 0t '. mpli “ t " d in thc rc " l: 
pletely adherent. The pelvis on nv™ ■ ° which it was com- 

"Mr ^~Tca;itT d ° f 5tandard diroC '“ 

muscular structure ofthe^LmfnSoWWtl f elt - nsive laceration ° f 
sixteen hours after the lacerathm “In rint B th . c pcri ' oneu m—it proved fatal 
quent fatality of cases ofTacemUon of the wnm^ P .“P Mr - R ‘ ** 
there are no symptoms which show themselv^’ " C " C ed ,'° '"quire whether 
most dreadful catastrophe? andif there w “ univcrsal precursors of this 
prevention’ The answer to this is thlt -If ™ . pos5cssed °f the means of 

that knowledge which would latent us In adopting m*” " 0t in p °? s . e5sion " f 
comphsh this object. If we were to „ m casures requisite to ac- 

liminary symptoms, thc catalogue of m^rtalit^ would 1 knowlcd S e °fthe pre- 
than if the result w«eleft,ot.S 1C dispoTarofna y ture° Uld m0rC rapid,y 

every member of otm professionto come r nfft, " s , dreadf "l accident, it behooves 
ther successful or „EBw IhicHav™ and de,3il . 3 " thc cascs ' wlle ' 
ly, facts sufficiently numerous would be fumkhSl^ °? curto J 1,m i thus, ultimate- 
made, and rules of practice fo™ed furn,shcd > *<««* deductions might be 

ance, and”lTw« ^^ringhfro'mpIlt'ract^T'b ° n " k ° m 1,0 was in a,,end - 
Buriiig our preparations fo? her diifv^ ' if lab ?" r > an smg from distortion. 
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Wcted a laceration extending partially through the substance of the womb 
Tins circumstance I pointed out to Sir. Robertson, and he fully corroborated 
the fact on making an examination. We effected an immediate delivery with 
the perforator and craniotomy forceps, and fortunately the woman recovered. 
We were induced to accomplish the delivery more expeditiously, in this case, 
than we might have considered necessary, if our attention had not been awaken- 
cd by her sudden exclamations. 

Sneed d!!,?, J“ ite °“ ,0 th e reader, from the facts of the case of Hannah 
rii^ee* -n 1 T bc " ffic " U - v to “tribute the result to its proper 

of the wild P end ; l,ous st “s of 'lie abdomen, and consequently the altered axis 
of the womb; the hydrocephalic enlargement of the head; the early evacuation 

hen^r ‘ qU °i *?"“* th f pos,Uon thc woman, who in kneeling had the trunk 
uterine s?mctifr U c'>‘ nff * C “h"" ° f th ® WOmbi and sba11 1 add . o softening of the 
“ The perforation of the fatal head, (which was discovered only by the post 
a more foi™"? 10 -" t0 b “^hydrocephalic,) might, in all probability, have led to 
known f q f- C b “‘> dunn ff tbe life of the patient, this fact was not 

Sentence ° f thc . hydrocephalic head, it may be proper to state, that 

ders^n'l? r .? S ° easdy ““named as some writers would lead their rea- 
ancl vet th» In, r ir ?- C c:lsc 'i ?f tb| s description have come undermy observation, 
head'were absentin'all! Wb,cb -e stated to characterize this condition of tlm 

rietes IfTlej i*i! C cxt v ictcd tllc child, by an incision through the abdominal pa- 

netes ,f 1 nad bccn Wlth lhe p atient at , he time of her de “, h . but my abscnc P c 

la™umblepe C rimb'’ nCCS ’ ‘ C<1 me ‘° dcfcr tllc i^estigation until a more 


CHOLERA. 

..if- historical Examination of the Epidemic Cholera of Paris,- Account of the 
different Modes of 1 reatment employed against different Forms and Periods of thc 
Pmease; and Estimate of,he results of these Methods— The numerous materials 
P“' s of P“is, will doubtless, furnish the means oHraring 
a general history of the epidemic cholera; and while we wait for the neriods 
nfpiet^K onder'aketbis task, we shall publish, in the meant mm aseries 
of fects by wh.ch ,t may be facilitated. We begin with the 

cxat ln,L;7nf ,vl 5 r' ,ary - S,ate ° f ‘I" 3 lar S e hospital always furnishes the 
exact standard of what is going on in thc rest of the city. Its central position 

thither C befo?ethe rh00d i° f ,T ™ 1 P°P ul0113 districts, caused patients to flock 
thitlcr before the prevalent disease was heard of at the other establishments 
Already, especially under thc care of >1. Petit, it had been observed that 
one e” 0 " 3 “ T attackcd v - ' th profuse diarrhera and serous vomiting; and 
rimrd l , ‘f. S 0f s P orad,c cholera hail been observed, which had yielded to 
s mple rational treatment, when, on the 26th of March, a woman with die same 
sy mptoms, though in a more advanced stage, entered the St Paul ml,, 

existence of cholera was admitted, without however, regarding he case J of 
the epulemic species. The woman died four or five dava after 

ascribed to Indian “’h'i 4 ^ 2 T" “ d 2 wom ' en - " ith lhc “’mptoms 

“ i to . Ind,an cholera, were brought in the evening. Assistance was 

doubton thlT\ b ’,7 ?- nd a , WOm3 " d ' Cd ncxt da . v . and inspection left no 
and nn»i l lc n “ ur .c of the disorder. The remedies were external rcvellents 

cases were 5 ’c b r Ut f r ii aetl0n d J d , n ?. t take P lacc ’ and deaUl speedily ensued. These 
3 “ “' e, c carefully recorded by M. Momault, pupil of M. Petit 

„,‘ e - 8lh ' 9 me "> labouring under intense cholera, were admitted. One 

fnd 1 onlvT day ’ f crbcin s a hours in the ward; r more died next day, 
and 1 only recovered. A women entered the Hotel-Dieu the same day, abo« 



